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Since my last message to you, your Commandery leaders have been very busy 
working to develop and document operational procedures that will allow the 
Commandery to operate in a more professional and effective manner that will 
become the foundation from which to accomplish our mission here in Rhode Island 
which is: 
 
"The RI Commandery, Military Order of Foreign Wars of the United States, in 
conjunction with its seven purposes and the National Council, will preserve and 
promote Rhode Island military history and honor and recognize the men and women 
who have served and continue to serve by developing and executing relevant 
programs and initiatives in support thereof." 
 
They are looking at governance (constitution and by-laws), planning meaningful 
events for our Companions, expanded awards and criteria, a revived scholarship 
program and membership initiatives.  
 
As the result of a study by our Governance Committee and approval of the Executive 
Committee, I must inform you that annual dues will be increased for 2012 to $35 
(naturally, if you are a Life member or free due to an age qualification, you are not 
effected). The reasons for this are that the National MOFW has raised the "head tax" 
on each Companion to $10 that must be paid by each Commandery, there is a cost of 
being an active Commandery (newsletter, web site, etc.) as well as the fact that dues 
have not increased in many years.   
 
Annual Companion memberships will receive their renewal notice about the end of 
November for payment by Jan of 2012. Life and over age 75 Companions, who have 
not paid dues in some time, will be asked to make a small donation to off set costs as 
mentioned above. Given what we have accomplished so far and what we hope to 
accomplish going forward, I think this is timely and reasonable. 
 
Deus et Libertas, 
�����������
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Your new Commandery website - www.rimofw.org - is where you need to go to find out 
what is happening regarding our local meetings, scholarship application info, links to 
relevant areas of interest, copy of this newsletter and other important information. 
 

Be sure to visit often! 
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An event to recognize the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the Vietnam War and 
honor those Rhode Islanders who served in or during it took place on 20 Sep 2011 at 
the Quonset O'Club in conjunction with the RI Department, ROA and the RI 
Chapter, AUSA. 
 
Following a reception with cocktails and gourmet hors d'douvres, the program began 
with the parading of the Colors by Hope High School's Army JROTC Blue Wave 
Bn. 
 
Our Chaplain COL Robert Marciano presented a moving ceremony to commemorate 
those 227 Rhode Islander's who made the supreme sacrifice in the course of that war. 
The names of these heroes were printed on a "roll of honor" and placed on the tables. 
Anyone in the audience who recognized a name was encouraged to state that name 
which was accompanied by a drum roll. This was followed by the presentation of a 
memorial wreath with the playing of Taps by a bugler from the RING. 
 
After opening remarks, Commander Morgan had the honor of inducting four new 
Companions into the order, LTC John Anderson USAR, LTC Elaine D'Antuono, 
MAJ Brian Thornton (all Veteran Companions) and Hereditary Companion Albert 
Guarnieri, Jr.  
 
The guest of honor for this historic event was Mr. Paul W. Bucha, former Captain 
USA,West Point graduate and Medal of Honor recipient for action above and beyond 
the call of duty as Commander of Company D, 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry, 3rd 
Brigade 101st Airborne Division during heavy fighting against the enemy near 
Phuoc Vinh, Binh Duong Province, Republic of Vietnam, 16 -19 March, 1968. 
 
Since his military service ended, Mr. Bucha became a successful businessman and 
has devoted much of his time working on behalf of the men and women who serve in 
our military. His remarks at our event were reflective on service during Vietnam in 
relation to service in today's Army and how the culture has changed. 
 
At the conclusion of his remarks, Mr. Bucha was inducted into the RI Commandery, 
MOFW by Commander Morgan in recognition of his service and ideals that truly 
reflect those of the Military Order of Foreign Wars. 
 
Chaplain Marciano gave the benediction and led the audience with God Bless 
America in closing, what was said by all, to have been a most successful and 
meaningful event. 

______________________________ 
 

Membership in the Order/Commandery 
 

We all know someone who meets the criteria for membership. If we are to grow, you 
need to help us by recruiting a new Companion. The Commandery once had over 
300 members, we are currently at 156! There is a process for applicants. Contact 
Companion Dennis Morgan for the details on application, fees, etc. for membership 
at dmorganltc@gmail.com or 401-724-3913. Applications and membership criteria 
can be also found at rimofw.org. 
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Commandery Golf Tournament a Hole in One 
 

Once again, Companions Dave Brindamour and Brian Goodwin conducted another 
great golf event held on 8 Aug at the Crystal Lake Country Club in Burrillville. 
 
Over eighty eight golfers participated in this major scholarship fundraiser for the 
Commandery along with a number of volunteers - Companions, Ray Denisewich and 
wife Susan, Susan Luz, George Miller, Dennis Morgan and Richard Slade. 
 
A great deal of the financial success of the event was due to the generous support of 
Tee Box Sponsors and Contributors - RI Reserve Officers Assoc, RI Assoc. US 
Army, BRIGGEN James D'Agostino, RI National Guard Assoc., AAA Southern NE,  
LTC Robert Antuono, CRC Breakfast Club, BG Brian Goodwin, COL Donald 
Lagor, MG Amedeo Merolla, RI Judicial Prof. & Tech. Emp. Local 100, ROPAL 
Reality, COL Davis Russell, and BRIGGEN Joseph Waller. 
 
Following golf, dinner was served along with a raffle with great prizes for one and 
all. 
 
THANK YOU to all who participated and made this tournament one of the most 
successful in recent Commandery history! 

___________________________ 
 

Tenth Anniversary of 9-11 Observed 
 

"Remembering those we lost - honoring those who serve" was the theme of the Mass 
of Remembrance and Blessing that took place on 11 Sep 2011 at the Cathedral of 
Saints Peter in Providence. Planned and organized by Commandery Chaplin COL 
Robert Marciano, Command Chaplin of the RING, your Commandery supported this 
by assisting with funding refreshments following the mass. 
 
This memorial honored our first responders - police, fire and military - who put their 
lives on the line anytime there is a mission. Also remembered were the Rhode 
Islanders who died on 9-11 as well as the Gold Star families who have lost a loved 
one in the Global War on Terrorism.  
 
A number of our Companions were proud to be in attendance - Chaplain COL 
Robert Marciano, BRIGGEN James D'Agostino, COL Dennis Perrino, LTC Robert 
Galvanin and LTC John Ricottilli. among others. 

___________________________ 
 

RING OCS Grad Receives Commandery Award 
 
RIARNG OCS graduate, Scott M. Hunt, received the Commandery Award of 
Achievement during ceremonies at the 234rd Training Institute at Camp Varnum on 
20 Aug. The award was presented by Companion Raymond Denisewich. 
 
This was the third award presented to various entities this year in a revived effort to 
ensure that the Commandery is involved in these important events early in the 
careers of our RI military. 



 4

ROTC, JROTC, CAP Programs Supported  
 
A ROTC/JROTC/CAP Symposium was held on 19 Oct at the Quonset O Club 
sponsored by the RI Commandery, RI Chapter AUSA and RI Department ROA. 
 
Following a reception with food and refreshment, the Cranston High School East 
Army JROTC Color Guard presented the Colors for the National Anthem. 
 
The three sponsoring organizations then presented some background information on 
the meaning and purpose of their respective organizations to give the audience a 
better understanding of why they were behind this event. 
 
Providence College and University of RI Army ROTC commands, Cranston, Hope,  
and Rogers Army JROTC and Coventry and Woonsocket Air Force JROTC 
commands and the RI Wing of the Civil Air Patrol were well represented by Cadets 
and program leaders. 
 
Each group presented the audience with an overview of their programs and what 
they are able to accomplish with the limited resources they receive. These are truly 
dedicated young men and women with competent leadership to guide them with their 
initiatives. 
 
The RI Commandery, RIAUSA and RIROA were delighted to be able to present a 
$200 donation to each command ($600 total to each) to supplement the fundraising 
the Cadets must undertake to support their programs. 
 
In addition, they also presented $1,500 ($500 from each) to the 443rd CA Bn to help 
underwrite its 60th Anniversary Ceremonies  

___________________________ 
 

Commandery Recognizes 443rd CA Bn 60th Anniversary 
 
When the alumni of the 443rd Civil Affairs BN were planning the unit's 60th 
Anniversary celebration, it was learned that they were short on funds to make it work 
at the level it deserved without having to charge an inordinate amount for tickets, 
which would be a particular burden at the lower enlisted ranks and their families. 
 
The RI Commandery once again teamed up with RIROA and RIAUSA to come up 
with a combined $1,500 donation that would help offset the cost while providing 
these associations visibility and recognition within the RI military community.  
 
Representatives from the Commandery, RIROA and RIAUSA attended the 60th 
Anniversary Celebration on the 29th of Oct at the Officers Club, Naval Station 
Newport. Each group was listed in the event program and was allowed to set up an 
info table as well as being recognized from the podium..  
 
COL (R) Michael Hess, President of the Civil Affairs Association, was the guest 
speaker followed by a historic video covering the last 60 years of the unit. 
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New U.S. Army Reserve Center Dedicated in Newport 
 

The largest USAR units in RI - the 2nd BCTG, 75th Div. the 443rd Civil Affairs Bn 
and the 1st Bde Hqs, 100th MI Div. - have vacated their centers in Bristol, Warwick 
and Providence and relocated to the SGT Michael F. Paranzino (KIA Afghanistan, 
2010) USAR Center on land at Naval Station Newport. 
 
The official dedication ceremonies were conducted on 5 Nov. and several 
Commandery Companions were on hand including the 443rd CO LTC John 
Anderson who recently became a Companion. Companion Ray Denisewich 
represented Commander Morgan as he could not attend and was able to speak with 
several potential candidates for the Order 
 
Due to lack of funds, once again the Commandery teamed with RIROA and 
RIAUSA to support the reception following the ceremonies for the Soldiers and their 
families which was greatly appreciated.     

 
__________________________________________ 

 

A History of the RI Commandery - Part I 
 
The Rhode Island Commandery was instituted on 28 February 1900 when it received 
its Charter by the National Committee on Charters in New York City and organized 
in Providence on 15 March. The first Commander was RADM Steven Luce USN, a 
veteran of the Mexican and Civil Wars and first President of the U.S. Naval War 
College who retired to Newport and remained active in Naval affairs.  
 
The other Commandery Officers were: Senior Vice Commander CAPT Stephen 
Waterman USN (Spanish Am. War); Junior Vice Commander. Hon Henry L. Greene 
(Hereditary, Rev War), Secretary CAPT Charles F. Peckham USN (Spanish Am. 
War), Treasurer Walter S. Ballou (Hereditary, Rev. War), JAG BG James M. 
Varnum NYNG (Hereditary, Rev. War), Registrar LT George H. Eiswald USN 
(Spanish Am. War).  
 
Some of these officers had been members of the New York Commandery prior to the 
establishment of the Rhode Island Commandery. 
 
Others who made up the roll of the first RI Companions were: 2LT Joseph P. Burges 
USN, CAPT Maurice H. Cook USN, CAPT Charles W. Cutler USN, 1LT Norman 
D. Harvey USVol., MAJ Lester S. Hill USVol., George W. Olney (Hereditary, Rev. 
War), CPT Lewis Patstone USVol., 2LT Horace Peck US Vol., CPT Everett E. 
Whipple USVol., and 1LT Alonzo R. Williams USVol.  
 
MAJ Hill, Waterman and LT Eiswald serve on the Nominations Committee. CAPT 
Waterman was also the national Vice Commander General. 
 
If the names of some of these individuals sound familiar, it is probably because 
many of them were members of prominent Rhode Island families. The next 
installment will follow the Commandery through WW I. 
  

(If any Companion has historical information to add, please contact Commander Morgan) 
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RI Commandery 
432 Buchanan St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 

     Military Order of Foreign Wars 

 

Deus et Libertas 

 
If you received this newsletter via postal mail, we do not have your email or correct email 

address. Please provide by notifying Commander Morgan at dmorganltc@gmail.com 

 


